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Abstract

This paper analyzed the text structure of the Chinese classical poems in the
topic-comment framework. Topic refers to the old information, and comment refers to the
new information. Several sentences are governed by the same topic in a paraphrase. The
topics are most frequently found at the beginning of the poetic lines. In the classical
poems, both the sub/object and time/location nouns could pair up with topics to have a
contrastive meaning. There are several strategies to analyze the text structures of the
poems: the identical phonological rime structures in every other lines; the topic chain
occurred in the following lines; and through the same words/phrases occurred in different
lines to concatenate the paraphrases. Through the distribution of topics and comments,

the hierarchical text structures of the poems could be analyzed better.

Keywords: Topic-comment, Chinese Classical Poem, Dingzhen, Text Structure
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