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Synonyms of “Tao” and their Derivative
Implications-- The “One” and
“Permanence”

Chen Li-Kuei
Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese,
National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

As a source of Taoism, various philosophical concepts were derived from “Tao” in
the Book of Laozi - Tao Te Ching and were disseminated in many sects of Chinese
philosophies for centuries. Among those studied and expounded most popularly, the
derivative concepts such as “Yi” (one), “Chang” (constancy) and “Heng” (permanence)
mainly surrounded two implications; that is, the origin of creation and recurrence.
However, the concept of “Chang” (constancy), according to the manuscript Tao Te Ching
unearthed recently, had specific philosophical implication that was distinct from the
denotation of “Heng” (permanence). The handed down editions in later generations had
confused the meanings of the two. Therefore, the original connotation of “Heng”
(permanence) became similar to that of “Tao”. From metaphysical point of view, the
subtle and profound explanation of Tao Te Ching had minor qualitative change due to
such derivation. As a matter of fact, this also showed the continuous and regenerative

development of the philosophy of Laozi.
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