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How the music of witchcraft in Shang Dynasty
evolved into the performance style regulated by the

Confucian teaching of social orders.
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Abstract

This paper starts with discussion of the interrelation among religion, witchcraft and
music of the ancient times. Following the change paths of performance forms and insights
of dances and music in 6 dynasties, we will discuss how the music of witchcraft in Shang
Dynasty evolved into the performance style regulated by the Confucian teaching of social

orders. The foci are on the transformation of national characters and the influence of social
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ideology on music style.
Besides, another interesting topic is the role of ceremonial classical music, which is

developed as a result of Confucianism music system, in Chinese civilization development.

Key Word: religion, witchcraft, music, Confucianism (teaching of social

orders), ceremonial classical music
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