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Abstract

“Yi ji” is a coordinating conjunction which emerged during the Song Dynasty. It is a
trans-layered combination of the conjunction “yi” and the verb “ji” which gradually
solidified into its present form.

This paper has three findings:

1. Observing the corpus from Early Mandarin Chinese up through Contemporary
Mandarin Chinese, investigation of the diachronic evolution of “yi ji”” has shown that it
has undergone the process of grammaticalization. Using reanalysis, analogizing, and
metaphorical mechanism, “yi ji” evolved from having the trans-layered structure of a
notational word into a function word conjunction. This process is a manifestation of
lexicalization.

2. Observation of the functional changes of “yi ji.” “Yi ji” is one of the commonly
seen conjunctions in Contemporary Mandarin Chinese, and its conjoined objects are even
more diverse. In addition to the conjoining function, it also performs the functions of
classification, delimitation, or level indication. “Yi ji” often appears in collocation with
other coordinating conjunctions or punctuation, it’s conjoining gradually having
expanded from sequential to non-sequential juxtaposition.

3. The conjoining sequential coordinating conjunction “yi ji” is not a symmetrical

proposition, but rather a variant form of the coordinating conjunction type. The
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conjoining non-sequential coordinating conjunction “yi ji” is a symmetrical proposition,

the standard parataxis form.

Keywords: coordinating conjunction, “yi ji”’, diachronic evolution, grammar
function
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