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Abstract

“Zheng Zi Jia Sang” (“Death of Zheng Zi Jia”) is one of the chapters in Chu Bamboo
Slips of the Warring States Period Collected in Shanghai Museum, vol. 7. It tells about
the happenings after the death of Zheng Zi Jia: how King Zhuang of Chu, feeling and
claiming himself as the common leader of the feudatory kings, waged a three-month siege
on Zheng Kingdom so as to punish Zheng Zi Jia’s behavior of subverting the ethics
between a king and his feudatories. As King Zuang of Chu promised to negotiate peace
with the Zheng people because they offered not only to give Zheng Zi Jia merely a thrift
funeral, but also to let Chu Kingdom take Zheng Zi Liang hostage, Jin Kingdom
dispatched troops to help Zheng Kingdom, and yet the troops were fought and defeated
by the Chu troops at Liang Tang, a battle waged under the strong advice Chu’a gentlemen
bureaucrats (Daifus). According to “The House of Zheng” in Shiji (Records of the
Grand Scribe), the reason for Chu’s besiegement of Zheng Kingdom was due to the
alliance of Jin and Zheng. “Zheng Zi Jia Sang,” however, provides a different view that
this besiegement was a concrete punishment for Zheng Zi Jia’s act of killing his king.
Now the meaning of the original text on the bamboo slips can mostly be understood, but
there are still many textual questions about the words and sentences that are worth
discussing. The present paper not only proposes eight interpretations of this text, but

also takes a step further to offer some opinions specifically about the two questions of
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“the reason for King Zhuang of Chu’s hatred against Zheng Zi Jia” and “the
contradictions in the narrative time of the text.” In this way, I hope to contribute to the
field of ancient Chinese history and literature with the results and opinions of my textual

research, and also hope that scholars could kindly grant me some comments.

Keywords: Zheng Zi Jia Sang, Bamboo-slip of Chu, Warring States Writing,
Interpretations, King Zhuang of Chu
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