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Enlightenment Process in The Dream of
the Red Chamber

Ou Li-Chuan
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Taiwan University

Abstract

The Dream of the Red Chambers inherits the richness and deep structure of
traditional novels, and whereupon further deepens and complicates, thus being among the
rank of universal classic which can be criticized by modern Western literary theory. This
article investigates the “Dutuo liberation mode” (E M4 X)) in The Dream of the Red
Chambers to exemplify the above observation. On the one hand I explore the traditional
Yuan Dutuo Liberation Opera (7t & Bt 3£ %) culture nourishment adopted in the novel and
further analyze the liberation constitutes in the narrative structure of The Dream of the
Red Chambers. On the other hand, based on the preliminary results of research and
through the help of Western mythology, I offer a more in-depth interpretation to the
enlighten process in The Dream of the Red Chambers, especially the important
development of the Enlightenment (Aufkldrung, initiation), thus showing the way The
Dream of the Red Chambers goes beyond the traditional Dutuo liberation mode. Through
the dual interaction of Chinese and Western approaches, I clarify the deep meaning of
The Dream of the Red Chambers as a Bildungsroman of Jia Bao-yu, the central figure of

its narrative.

Keywords: The Dream of the Red Chamber, Jia Bao-yu(E % %), Dutuo Liberation
Opera(E &), initiation mode, Bildungsroman
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) (P2 + pepapmsa RS Rt - 1987) » H 107-108 -
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