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Relationship of Spatial Settings in Urban
Chang’an and Narrative in Tang Dynasty
Fiction

Kang Yun-Mei
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Taiwan University

Abstract

This paper will look at the relationship between narrative and spatial settings in
urban Chang’an in Tang dynasty fiction. From the perspective of narrative, there are
two different aspects of this relationship that warrant attention. First, urban spaces can
serve as a narrative object, that is to say, the narrative serves primarily to describe various
spatial aspects of the city of Chang’an. The quintessential example of this type is Sun
Qi (#4%)’s Beili zhi (B3t 2 &), a work devoted primarily to the telling of events that
occurred in the administrative district ( 2 ) of Pingkang (- &) in Chang’an.
Alternatively, the urban spatial settings can play a key role in the author’s description of
characters, setting out of the story, and formation of meaning. For example, such
special settings frequently serve as an important element in creating a character’s image,
especially in terms of the connection between a character’s identity and the description of
spatial setting. Likewise, spatial settings in works of fiction often stand in a causal
relationship to events in the story, that is to say, a particular geographical spatial
relationship serves to drive the development of the story. By the same token, the spatial
setting of events in works of this type of fiction can be implicated in the formation of
meaning in the story itself. Both of these aspects, i.e., the use of spatial setting as a
narrative object and its involvement in the actual narrative scheme, demonstrate the active

and crucial role that urban spatial settings set in Chang’an play in the narrative of Tang
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