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The Pivot of the Chang-Zhou Ci Poetry
School — A Study on Dong Shi-Xi’s Ci
Activities

Chen Kang-Ling
Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
Soochow University

Abstract

Chang-Zhou Ci poetry school aroused deep-resounding echoes and therefore played
an important role in the history of Qing Ci Poetry in the mid- and late Qing Ci circle.
The network of Chang-Zhou Ci school network was formed mainly by Zhang Hui-Yen
and friends, and was then gradually extended to other Ci writers. This thesis is based on
this network to construct the general view of Chang-Zhou school by focusing on
important Ci writers. After Zhang Hui-Yen, Zhou Ji was considered as the most
important Ci writer, but he didn’t belong to the group of Zhang Hui-Yen. How could he
become the most important Ci writer who inherited Zhang’s style? In fact, the one who
bridged these two writers, who were not familiar with each other, was Zhang’s nephew,
Dong Shi-Xi. Although some researchers noticed him, but in-depth analyses are still
needed to be done. This thesis will focus on Dong in the period of Jia-Dao period to
demonstrate that his Ci heritage and influence were mainly shown in three aspects: first,
how Dong inherited his teacher’s style; secondly, how he inspired his friend Zhou Ji to
join Chang-Zhou Ci school; thirdly, how he taught his son, Dong Yi, who later became an
important Ci writer. By doing so, Dong Shi-Xi successfully continued the development

of Chang-Zhou Ci school.

Keywords: Dong Shi-Xi, Chang Hui-Yen, Zhou Ji, Dong Yi, Chang-Zhou Ci school
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