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Meng Yi Yang Zheng (Z2LA& 1) :Li Zhi’s
Interpretation of Meng Gua in Jiu Zheng
Yi Yin and His Theory of Childlike Heart

Yuan Guang-Yi
Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Taipei University

Abstract

This paper aims to compare Li Zhi’s interpretation of Meng Gua (% #&, the
Developing Hexagram) in his book Jiu Zheng Yi Yin (#.iE % B) with his well-known
work Theory of Childlike Heart (% 3% ). Li Zhi has long been considered an
anti-moralistic heretic. Most scholars have deemed Theory of Childlike Heart the core of
Li Zhi’s learning and thus regard “childlike heart” as an opposite of “the justice of nature
(X 32) (the nature of righteousness, # 2 %) proposed by Confucians. However, in Jiu
Zheng Yi Yin, the last work in his life, Li Zhi himself states that the work “follows King
Wen and Confucius (43X £ » 7 3L-F).” Such an idea, which is totally divergent from his
anti-moralist image, has been ignored by researchers. Therefore, the relationship between
Li Zhi’s Jiu Zheng Yi Yin and the essence in his learning deserves further investigation.
The concept that “the so-called childlike heart refers to the very beginning of the heart” is
similar to interpreting Meng Gua metaphorically as “the starting stage of beings (4 = #)”.
Comparing Li Zhi’s explication of Meng Gua with his notion of childlike heart leads to a
fuller understanding of both works. In addition, this paper contrasts other scholars’
understandings of Meng Gua and presents the similarities and differences between Theory

of Childlike Heart and Confucianism.

Keywords: Li Zhi (Li Zhuo-Wu), The Theory of Childlike Heart, Jiu Zheng Yi Yin,
Meng Gua (the Developing Hexagram), enlightening education
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