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On Shih-jen Yii-hsieh: Inheritance and
Attunement: Critique of Its Expansion
and Acceptance

Chang Kao-Ping
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

Scholars of Song(#®) Dynasty study Tang(/&) culture primarily to adopt their
strengths and forte, from which literary inspiration and creativity are evoked. Learning
the Tang philosophy is merely a means to achieve three ultimate goals: transformation,
renovation, and expansion of Tang literature in attempt to establish a style of Song’s own.
During this period, the printing technique has reached its peak, resulting in a large
increase in book publications all over China. While both printed and written copies
circulate widely during this dynasty, punctuation is often attuned in order to prevent

plagiarism. The poetry of Song initiated from Han Yu( & #); that is why after Ouyang
Xiu(Bk [ 1% ) most styles demonstrate a style that “value precision and originality”. Most

commentaries indicate how Han Yu is appreciated by Song scholars, which in turn

benefit a Han-style way of writing in later Song literature. Shih-jen Yii-hsieh({ZFAEJE ))
by Wei Qing-zhi(%% 5 %) is selected as this paper thesis for its elaboration on a variety of

literary criticism of contemporary Song. From the perspective of cultural expansion and
acceptance, | would like to look into how the invention of movable-type printing
influenced the inheritance and attunement of Tang and Song literature since the Yuan Yu

Era(7t#4) as a means link tradition to innovated literary methodology. Inheritance and

reinvention are both considered as key issues concerning the study of Song poetry.
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