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Humble Opinion about GuanSheng’s Rank in
Outlaws of the Marsh (Shui Hu Chuan)

Lin Pei-Ya
Assistant Professor, Department of Taiwanese Languages,
Chung Shan Medical University

Abstract

In this work, GaunSheng’s rank in OQutlaws of the Marsh (Shui Hu Chuan) is
discussed. In the famous traditional novel Qutlaws of the Marsh (Shui Hu Chuan),
GaunSheng is one of the five cavalry generals in water margin. In the organization of
water margin, GaunSheng’s rank is the fifth order of all 108 members of leadership. And
this rank is the first order in the army of water margin. However, traditionally, his high
rank is considered to be saintlike person with high attraction to young officers, lieutenants
and sergeants of army. It is due to his being posterity of Guan Yu. However, from
military points, there is another opinion about GaunSheng’s high rank brought up. It is
noticed that GaunSheng has excellent military abilities and is an outstanding general. He
is the only general in water margin having strategies and stratagems. Due to his joining,
members in water margin have the military abilities about strategies. And therefore, they
can campaign and war upon foreign country and antagonistic army force to government
of Sung dynasty. From discussion in this work, it is shown GaunSheng has significant
military importance for water margin. Such that, his rank is not due to his high attraction
to young officers, lieutenants and sergeants of army; it is for the reason of GaunSheng
being the only one outstanding general with high quality strategies and stratagems

wisdom in water margin.

Keywords: GuanSheng(B#[5), Outlaws of the Marsh (Shui Hu Chuan)(ZKZH{#), water
margin(3Z[L17H), rank, strategy
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