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Abstract

Inheriting the Yun-Jian School of the late Ming Dynasty, the Xi-Ling School in the
early Qing Dynasty arose as one of the poetic schools and consisted of Xi-Ling Ten Poets,
headed by the most famous poet Lu-Qi, but best represented by Chai Shao-Bing and Mao
Xian-Shu in terms of the poetic theory. As disciples of Chen Zi-Long, Xi-Ling Ten Poets,
hence, favored the Former and Latter Seven Poets’ classical stances, but while evolving
from Yun-Jian school to Xi-Ling school, the classical poetics experienced substantial
changes, which are worth our study, in the late Ming and the early Qing Dynasty. In the
Seventh Year of the Shun-Zhi Reign, Chai Shao-Bing and Mao Xian-Shu worked
together and compiled The Selection of Xi-Ling Ten Poets, which later formally and
clearly set up the poetic style of the Xi-Ling school. However, there still existed some
sharp differences between Chai Shao-Bing’s and Mao Xian-Shu’s viewpoints despite
what they possessed in common. Their continual debates through letters further enriched
the poetic content of the Xi-Ling school. Based on Chai Shao-Bing’s and Mao
Xian-Shu’s letters on poetics, the essay is to analyze their various thinking styles about
the poetic topics involved in "Ya" and "Yan" to explicate the time feature of the Xi-Ling
School’s poetic theory and the differences between their characters and orientations

respectively.

Keywords: the poetics in early Qing Dynasty, the Xi-Ling school, Xi-Ling Ten Poets,
Chai Shao-Bing, Mao Xian-Shu
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