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The Rites of Inauguration, the Character
and Thoughts of Rites of Five Offerings,
and the Transformation of Etiquette from
Pre-Qin to Han Dynasty

Lin Su-Chuan
Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

The palace buildings have functions of connecting between nature and gods, and
between family and society. It shows abundant sides such as the sacred, the profane,
ethics, power, etc. Therefore, there were many important rites to remove the ominous and
pray for well-being when the selections of space-time and the building process from start
to finish. This essay focuses on the rites of inauguration. It discusses the thoughts of the
rites when a palace was built. Furthermore, it clarifies problems that if it used blood in the
inauguration of /uo(3%) and kao(#), and the feature of the rites.

Because of the point of rites of inauguration is on the five sacrifices, people who
lived there had to offer sacrifice to the five sacrifices during disaster, disease, rites of
harvest, pray for well-being, and rites of requital. For this reason, the second part of the
essay analyzes the character of the five sacrifices, and the features of offering sacrifice
and the rites of exorcism. It also discusses the condition of using animal, the rites of
clarification, and the relationship of clansman’s purge and steadiness. The third part of
this essay analyzes the relationship between these rites of inauguration, the exorcism and
rites of offering sacrifice, and the native thoughts. The final part shows the transformation

of rites of inauguration.
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