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The Narrative in Zhou Bang-yan’s Ci

Chen Kang-Ling
Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
Soochow University

Abstract

The genre of Ci (lyrics) was popular music in Tang Dynasty and Five Dynasties.
With its limitation in length, Ci was not suitable for long narrative. Ou-yang Jiong in
his article, “Preface to the Collection of Hua-Jian School”, defined Ci as “romantically
sensual”, and from then on the theme of romantic love in Ci became normal, and its
connection with narrative became weaker and weaker. However, Zhou Bangyan, who
was praised as the most skillful and successful Ci poet in the last years of Northern Sung
Dynasty, adopted narrative largely in his work, which was against the writing style of his
contemporaries. Therefore, this article will focus on this topic and discuss three points
as follows: first, from the aspect of form, the narrative in Zhou’s Ci was represented by
long tune, which was closely related to Dun-huang Lyrics. Secondly, from the aspect of
content, in Chou’s work, the poem-rized narrative strategy was used to interrupt the
fluency of narrative and thus cause pauses when we interpret his work. Thirdly, from
the aspect of the historical development of Ci, the narrative in Zhou’s Ci not only
expended the horizon of literati lyrics, but also met the need of popular music market, and

therefore effectively enriched the life of Ci.

Keywords: Zhou Bang-yan, narrative
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