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Modern Fiction's Road of Home-Coming:
Retaking the Road by Shanghai around
1930

Hao Yu-Hsiang
Professor, Institute of Taiwanese Literature,
National Chung Cheng University

Abstract

One issue that can hardly be overlooked in modern Chinese literary history is the
turn taken by the fiction writing from "literature revolution" to "revolution literature"
after the mid-1920s. This paper will have as its research foci three iconic writers of the
post May Fourth generation--Mao Dun, Ding Ling, and Jiang Guang Ci--following their
departure from the homeland in the south and their arduous tour to Shanghai. Their works
in the 20s and 30s heavily thematize on the frustration of urban experiences, the
weariness of marginalization, and the antinomy of city and country, all of which sets an
illustrative example of the anxiety a sentimental youth would have in face of modernity.
Wandering in the margin of Shanghai's urban-scape, these writers retook a new road
leaving behind the towering shadow of Lu Xun and the May Fourth, and leading to the
revolutionary literature in the 30s. The road thus retaken also manifests one strong
literary effort to bridge the gap that has been left open since the May Fourth between the
individual and the collective. A road of home-coming this truly is. Yet the "home" in
concern is not so much of the real home-land, as of an imaginary home-construct these

writers have worked out on a national scale.

Keywords: Shanghai, modernity, revolutionary literature, city wanderer, leaving
home
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