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Abstract

This paper aims to bring to light the interpreting characteristics of Jia-xi Yu’s
Commentaries on Shishou Xinyu and the socio-historical significance of it by focusing on
three aspects: a historical approach to novels, the borderline between historical truth and
historical evalustion, the pros and cons of being grounded on traditional Confucianism.
This paper hopes that such an investigation will showcase how modern intellectuals
project their concern with their epoch through academic studies. Yu not only
demonstrates a scholarly historical approach to novels but also heeds to historical truth
and meaning, thus presenting a broad perspective from which to research history of
earlier periods. Because he was influenced by traditional approach to history and,
meanwhile, was situated in a time when Japan invaded China, he had an antipathy toward
Wei-Jin’s intellectuals who followed the crookedness of the world. As such, in his
discourse emerged an emphasis on value judgment over truth judgment. Yu’s stress on
goodness and righteousness would inevitably lead to an attenuated concern with
aesthetics. By referring to Zueng-san Mou’s and Wei-qing Liao’s studies on
intellectualism and contrasting them with Yu’s approach, this article will weigh the pros

and cons of Yu’s stance based on Song’s intellectualism and traditional Confucianism.

Keywords: historical truth, historical evaluation, Jia-xi Yu, Shishoxinyu Qianshu,
Confucianism
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