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On the Tone Scheme of Five-character
Regulated Poetry Presented by Wang Li

Chai Jen-Nien
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Sun Yat-sen University

Abstract

From the date of its publication, Han-yii shih-lii-hsiieh exacted a great deal of
influence on the teaching of Chinese classic poetry. Scholars often quote it whenever they
discuss the tone scheme of the regulated poetry. It is one of the most important books on
the tone rules of classic poetry.

Based on the statistics of a great amount of poems, Han-yii shih-li-hsiieh is
persuasive and creative. For instance, the tone scheme “even-even-oblique-even -oblique”
was always considered as deviated sentence (au-chil) whereas Wang Li suggested that it
is a normal tone scheme.

Persuasive and creative as it may be, the book also presents insights as well as some
controversial points. One of the insights is that the tone scheme “even-even-oblique-even
-oblique” was used only in the last couplet of the regulated poetry. The controversial
point is that the so-called “three-even tone” lines were used only in old-style poetry and
could not be used in the recent-style poetry. This article, based its argument on the
statistics of the poems of Ch’en Tzu-ang, Shen Ch’iian-ch’i, Sung Chih-wen, Kao Shih,
Wang Wei and some other middle-late T’ang poets, agrees with his first theory and
disagrees with the his second theory.

Keywords: three-even tone, Ch’en Tzu-ang, Shen Ch’iian-ch’i, Sung Chih-wen, Kao
Shih, Wang Wei
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