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Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

Hsieh Lingyun inaugurated the writing of scenery poems, which integrate the
secular world with natural scenery, thus creating a genre imbued with fresh landscapes
and aesthetic exquisiteness. His representation of nature therefore enriches literary
creation, cultivates a unique writing style, and develops aesthetic sensitivity. However
due to different aesthetic tastes, different critical practices, and different understanding
of Hsieh' s employment of landscape, most criticisms on his (scenery) poetry are biased.
This paper ams therefore to reevaluate Hsieh's poetry through his aesthetic
accomplishment and the aesthetic beauty exhibited in his scenery poems. | would
argue that Hsiel's aesthetic accomplishment is derived from his talent and his family
tradition and inspired by the natural beauty of Chiangnan and the ideological trend of
beauty of his contemporaries. His is then well-cultivated in aesthetics which in turn
develops his ability to appraise beauty and which stimulates his poetic creation, his
verbal simulacrum of nature, in a way that is distinctive of his in terms of the use of
language, structure, formulation and inherent philosophy. Unusualness, sublimity, and
obliqueness—typical of his scenery poems—are then synthesized in his representation
of nature, whose virtuosity can never be surpassed by future generations.

Keywords. Hsieh Lingyun, scenery poems, aesthetic accomplishment, aesthetics,
philosophy
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