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Abstract

This essay explores mainly the idea of “senses’ in Pre-Qin Confucianism and
Daoism. Inother words, it discusses their ideas of various sensory responses of human
body, including vision, hearing, smell, taste and touch, as the foundation of Chinese
aesthetic study. The Confucian classics discussed in this essay are primarily the
Analects the Mencious and the Xunz, and the Daoist classics are the Laozi and the

Zhuangzi. This essay also synthesizes the differences between Confucian and Daoist
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ideas, and thus can be considered as a work of tracing the origins of later aesthetic
ideas.
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