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Where is She Going? Urban-Rural
Movement and Women’s Destiny in
Chinese Post-70s Novels

Shih, Hsiao-Feng
Professor, Department of Chinese,
National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

At present, the process of urbanization in China is ongoing, and it is unpredictable,
the cultural lag that generated during the process has long been observed by the
commentators, and the generation that grew up in this transitional period of structural
change is precisely the so-called post-70s Chinese. Among them, Sheng Keyi (1973-) who
received early attention, has a number of long and short stories portraying urban marginal
women of different professions. Other writers born in the 1970s, such as Wei Wei (1970-),
Fu Xiu Ying (1976-), Shi Yi Feng (1979-), also have works about women from the country
to the city. With the rise of the market economy and the hollowing of country in China,
millions of migrant workers appeared on the city’s streets. How do the writers of the
generation display the contemporary version of “Uptown”? This article attempts to explore
the differences between the description of urban and rural mobility in the post-70s
generation and the previous generation in relation to women who have come to cities in
modern novels since the May Fourth Movement, in order to show its inheritance,

development and differences.

Keywords: Post-70s, Rural to urban, household Registration, Marginal, Female
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