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A One-man Revolutionary Theater — An
Exploration on Wang Xiaoping’s Early
Theater Theories and Plays

Lim, Beng Huat
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Research Center for Humanities and
Social Sciences, National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

Wang Xiaoping (1919-2003) was a third-generation Chinese immigrant born in
Singapore, British Malaya. He co-founded the “Singapore Amateur Theatre” with friends,
inspired by Soviet playwright Tairov’s revolutionary vision of new realism in drama, 4bout
Theater. In 1940, Wang went to China and joined the New Fourth Army’s Cultural Troupe,
embarking on a career in revolutionary theater and creating numerous plays and theatrical
theories. Wang was expelled from the CCP in 1958 for advocating “the troupe be governed
by specialists” and for “having several erroneous literary notions.” Wang followed Tairov’s
lead and later turned to Stanislavsky’s “experientialist” system of performance against
formalism as the core of his criticism of the troupe’s amateurish approach to “covering up
the emptiness of life and thought.” However, ‘the power of revolution is immense,” and
Wang’s belief in the system crumbled as he criticized Stanislavsky and turned solely to the
theatre. This article aims to examine the origins of Wang’s theatre, and how the ideas of
Tairov and Stanislavsky found their way into his plays and theatre theory, and then into his

own revolutionary theatre.

Keywords: Wang Xiaoping, Revolutionary Theater, Alexander Tairov, Konstantin
Stanislavsky, Formalism
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