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Auspiciousness for the New Dynasty —
Focusing on the Images of Rui Mai, Jia

He and Nectar in Ming Tai Zu’s Edict
Poetry

Lien, Wen-Ping
Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,
Soochow University

Abstract

The so-called “auspiciousness” includes special natural scenes, such as five-colored
clouds, clear rivers, and nectar, as well as rare animals and plants. Throughout the rise of
Ming Tai Zu, he used the traditional cultural significance of auspiciousness to emphasize
his authority was given by nature and hoped that the people would obey. He praised
auspiciousness in poetry and prose, with Rui Mai and Jia He singing the most. These
descriptions show that he will ensure the food supply is adequate in the governance and he
care about the sufferings of people's livelihood. Furthermore, he recorded the auspicious
nectar, to create a harmonious and peaceful scene. His auspicious view had a profound
influence. The later emperors and ministers took what they needed to interpret and applied
it and regarded it as an example of diligent people. Hence, the auspicious writing became

a distinct mark of Ming Dynasty court culture.

Keywords: Ming Tai Zu, Auspiciousness, Rui Mai, Jia He, Nectar
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